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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 January 2007 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 17-31 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed on 1/19/07 has been entered. By this amendment, claims 
13-31 have been added, and claims 1-31 are now pending in the application. Since 
claims 1-31 are subjected to a restriction requirement, claims 1-16 are examined in this 
office action, and claims 17-31 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a 
non-elected invention. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Newly submitted claims 17-31 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: claims 17-31 are 
directed to performing functions associated with various input operations by a 
programmable device which is distinct from the originally claimed claims 1-12 that direct 
to executing a manipulation suppression program. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 17-31 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 4, line 4, the claimed limitation "predetermined manipulation suppression 
program" should be corrected to "manipulation suppression program". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a) In claim 1, lines 1-5, the preamble " A recording medium having ... as a video game 
machine comprising " is ambiguous. It is unclear from the claim whether applicant has 
intended to claim a recording medium or a video game machine. If claim 1 is directed to a 
recording medium, the claim "A recording medium ... comprising: a detecting means 
and an executing means..." will be rejected under 1 12-first paragraph as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim contains new subject 
matter, which was not described in the specification. Further, a recording medium is a 
storage device used for storing data or program codes. How could a storage medium 
comprise physical elements such as detecting means or executing means? 

b) Claim 4 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 1 above. 

c) Claims 2-3 and 5-10 and 14-16 are rejected as being dependent on the rejected 
base claim. 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
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and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

6. Claims 13-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor (s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The newly added claims 13-14 and 16 contain 
new matter. In particular, the disclosure as originally filed does not disclose the 
predetermined manipulation unnecessary adversely affects a life span of the input device 
of the programmable device set forth in claims 13 and 14; and the predetermined 
manipulation adversely affecting a life span of the programmable device set forth in claim 
16. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

i 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mori (U.S. Publication No. 2003/0073473) in view of Hiroshi et al (JP 11-114225). 

Re claim 1 : Mori discloses a recording medium having stored thereon in 
executable form a manipulation suppression program which is used to suppress a 
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predetermined manipulation by a user wherein the predetermined manipulation 
suppression program is configured so as to control a programmable device having an 
input device and display to function as a video game machine comprising an executing 
means, responsive to the predetermined manipulation being detected, executing a 
predetermined suppression operation which suppress the predetermined manipulation of 
the user base on the predetermined manipulation being detected (paragraph 0026). Mori 
does not explicitly disclose a detecting means for detecting the predetermined 
manipulation of the input device by the user wherein the predetermined manipulation 
adversely affects the input device of the programmable device. However, Mori discloses 
that the CPU executes a operation that adversely affects the input device of the 
programmable device (paragraph 0026). Hiroshi discloses a detecting means for detecting 
the predetermined manipulation of the input device by the user (paragraph 0009 and 
001 1). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement the detection device as taught by Hiroshi to the game 
system of Mori in order to stop the player from manipulating an inhibit act. 

Re claim 2: Hiroshi discloses wherein the executing means includes a presenting 
means for presenting suppression information to the user as the predetermined 
suppression operation to suppress the predetermined manipulation by the user 
(paragraph 0036). 

Re claim 3: Hiroshi discloses wherein the suppression information includes a^ 
suppression picture provided to the display which conveys a message to suppress the 
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predetermined manipulation by the user (e.g. displaying in a display 5 an alarm apart 
from an alarm) (paragraph 0036). 

Re claim 4: since claim 4 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 1, claim 

4 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 1 above. 

Re claim 5: since claim 5 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 2, claim 

5 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 2 above. 

Re claim 6: since claim 6 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 3 , claim 

6 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 3 above. 

Re claim 7: Mori discloses wherein the executing means includes a game- situation 
changing means for changing a game situation of the game (paragraph 0026). 

Re claim 8: Mori discloses wherein the game- situation changing means changes a 
parameter (e.g. parameter from the vehicle speed) which corresponds to a character who 
appears in the game (paragraph 0022). 

Re claim 9: Mori and Hiroshi fail to disclose a game terminating means for 
terminating the game in response to the predetermined manipulation being detected by 
the detecting means. However, terminating a game forcedly if a predetermined number of 
inhibited act are detected would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made. One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it 
obvious to add the old and well-known game terminating means to the system of Mori 
and Hiroshi in order to stop the game when the player violates the rules of the game. 

Re claim 10: since claim 10 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 9, 
claim 10 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 9 above. 
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Re claim 11: since claim 1 1 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 1, 
claim 11 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 1 above. 

Re claim 12: since claim 12 discloses the same subject matter cited in claim 1, 
claim 12 is similarly rejected as explained in claim 1 above. 

Re claim 13: since Mori discloses adversely affecting the input device over a , 
specific time period (lines 10-12 of claim 8), Mori obviously encompasses unnecessary 
adversely affects a life span of the input device as claimed. 

Re claim 14: since claim 14 discloses the same subject matter cited in claims 13 
and 7-8, claim 14 is similarly rejected as explained in claims 13 and 7-8 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 15-16 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 1/19/07 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 

11. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. Any response to this final action 

should be mailed to: 

Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: j 

r 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications; please mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 
12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 
5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central official fax 
number is (57 1) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Date: March 30, 2007 



Kim T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
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